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against war. But that, however, is not enough. The day
you would vote for the military training of your compatriots,
you would be setting yourself against those Indians who
are in agreement with us who, in the spirit of Garrison,
of Ballou, of Keir Hardie and of Tolstoy, according to the
ethics of true Christianity and the methods of truly modern
socialism, disapprove of all national defence and condemn
all military preparation, against those who are endeavouring
to relieve humanity of a burden under which it is in danger
of succumbing.

In Die Emporung Asiens Colin Rosz tells us how you
fear, from the humanitarian point of view, the threatening
militarization of China. I share your anxiety, as is shown
by my statement on China in Gewalt und Gewaltlosigkeit,
the GermaiS,manual of the W. R. I. Can you not also share
our anxiety regarding an eventual militarization of China
and of India, of Asia and of Africa ? The consequences of
such militarization would be a world-madness of war, a
universal return to barbarism. Help us to shatter the vicious
circle that holds the world in thrall rather than fortify it to
the detriment of your own people and all the other peoples
of the globe.

It is particularly in the name of Tolstoy, the centenary
of whose birth we have commemorated this year, that I
appeal to you to meditate on this question, in the name of
Tolstoy who wrote in 1906 to Kou Hou Ming:

"Whilst European nations have long ago chosen the
deceptive path in which liberation from human violence
is extraordinarily difficult, the Oriental nations have only
arrived at the crossroads."

Your Asiatic nations can still choose the right road.
Seeing the misery of the Western peoples, the Oriental
peoples should, according to Tolstoy, renounce any at-
tempt to free themselves by political means and endeavour
to remain faithful to the only true law which renders im-
possible the submission of man to violence.

You have not published my former letter in
Young India. I should be very grateful to you, if you would
kindly publish this one, as I, on my side, publish what you